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Australia’s oldest car restoration business, 
Finch Restorations was entrusted with the 
restoration of the GT hardtop by its new 
owner, who purchased it at a Grays auction in 
2020 for just over $300,000.

As previously reported by JUST CARS, 
after the Chicken Coupe arrived at Finch 

Restorations’ Adelaide Hills premises, the first 
phase of the restoration, under the guidance 
of project manager Molly Spalding, involved 
checking VIN and ID info as part of a forensic 
examination.

After that, the Chicken Coupe was given 
a thorough clean inside and out, which was 
absolutely needed, as the car was covered in 
dust and had been a home to rats for decades.

“The mess that we took out of that car filled 
four domestic rubbish bins,” Molly explained. 
“And the smell meant that we went through 
many cans of Glen 20!”

STARTING DISASSEMBLY
After formulating a build plan for the 

restoration, Finch Restorations then 
documented every element of the car before 

starting disassembly: “To date, the team have 
already amassed 3,500 photos of the car’s 
details, mostly taken before and during taking 
the car apart,” Molly added. 

The disassembly process was also captured 
on timelapse video (which can be viewed on 
the Finch Restorations Facebook page).

After completely disassembling the 
car, all components were catalogued in a 
process that includes the restoration’s team’s 
assessment of each component, while storage 
racks for components are allocated to each 
vehicle, so there’s no mixing of parts from 
other projects.

Finch Restorations say that, while the 
disassembly and cataloguing process is 
laborious and time-consuming, it also 
ensures that when parts are needed, they can 
be easily located.

Stage 2 of project sees Finch Restorations completely dismantle car and start body repairs.

‘CHICKEN COUPE’ RESTO CONTINUES

Various ancillary research activities 
were also undertaken by the team during 
the disassembly process, including 
spectrophotometer analysis of the original 
paint colours and measurements of the 
dealer-applied decals.

BACK TO ITS BONES
With the Chicken Coupe stripped to its 

bodyshell, Finch Restorations were presented 
with the first real opportunity to access the 
extent of rust in the car.

By this stage, the coupe’s bodyshell had 
also been mounted on one of Finch’s dollies 
for transport. 

Whereas significant rust was expected 
at the front-end, which had the greatest 
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D
espite COVID-19 restrictions, 
restoration of the famous 
1973 Ford XA Falcon 
GT hardtop dubbed the 
‘Chicken Coupe’ has been 

progressing well in recent months, 
with Finch Restorations completing 
stripping of the car down to its shell and 
commencing panel repair and mechanical 
refurbishment.

exposure to the weather in the open-fronted 
Queensland shed, the Finch team found 
more significant and damaging rust beneath 
the seats and in the boot area, caused by uric 
acid from the rats’ faeces.

While Finch Restorations do paint, panel, 
fabrication, metal coachwork, timber 
coachwork, motor trimming and mechanical 
refurbishment on site, some elements are 
outsourced, so the shell and loose panels 
were sent off for chemical dipping to remove 
paint, rust and filler.

Upon return to the Finch workshops, the 
bare metal bodyshell was transferred to a 
rotisserie and Finch’s gun painter, Mark, 
lightly blasted the shell to remove any residue 
from the dipping process and also ensure a 
good keying surface for the two-pack epoxy 
primer, which was applied without delay. 

“Speedy application of a primer is critical 
to avoid flash-rusting from moisture in the 
air,” Mark explained. “To achieve a great and 
long-lasting paint system, you have to get the 
foundations right first.”

at the front end, which had the greatest

Every part removed is individually identified and 

numbered, then stored on special racks.

With the car stripped to its shell, the next phase was sending it off for paint stripping.

On its return from stripping, the XA GT shell looked reasonable, but rust had eaten away significant 
areas of metal.



Buy. Sell. Dream. 11   /justcars10  

NO ORDINARY COUPE
While some of the attention around the Chicken Coupe, especially immediately 

before and after it was auctioned, was media hype, the car does warrant a lot of 
the attention it’s received.

As a classic Falcon GT hardtop, with that model’s standard 351 Cleveland V8, 
Toploader four-speed manual gearbox and 9-inch diff, the Chicken Coupe was 
already desirable, but it’s this car’s unique combination of features and long-term 
single ownership that have added to its appeal.

From the factory, the car was RPO 83 equipped, which meant it carried 
performance parts originally intended for Ford’s abandoned GT-HO Phase IV 
programme, like extractors and a 780cfm Holley carburettor. 

This car was heavily optioned, too, with electric windows, power steering, 
intermittent wipers and tinted windows all fitted at the factory, while mag wheels, 
body stripes and orange fabric inserts on the white vinyl seats were added at the 
dealership.

The Chicken Coupe is also one of only three XA GT hardtops (and one of only two 
RPO 83 hardtops) painted in ‘MacRobertson’s Old Gold’; a distinctive orange paint 
inspired by the signature colour on MacRobertson’s chocolate boxes. 

Delivered new to Metro Ford in the Brisbane suburb of Spring Hill and briefly 
used as a demonstrator by the dealership, the XA GT hardtop’s first private owner, 
‘Gordon,’ purchased it in 1973 and held on to it for more than 45 years.

Used regularly for more than a decade after purchase, the GT was taken off the 
road in 1988 due to rising insurance premiums and fuel costs. Placed in a shed 
fronted with chicken wire that led to the Chicken Coupe name, the car didn’t move 
from its rural Queensland resting place for the next 32 years.

Following Gordon’s passing in 2019, his family put the car up for auction with 
Grays in July, 2020, where it sold for $300,909.

BODY AND ENGINE
Prepping and priming of the shell and 

panels was completed by August, so Finch’s 
restoration efforts have recently turned 
to the bodywork, which along with the 
aforementioned rust, had substantial dents 
in certain areas, especially down the drivers’ 
side.

Replacement metal sections around the 
A-pillar and base of the windscreen have 
already been fabricated and fitted, with many 
more to come.

Finch’s engine-builder has started 
refurbishing the GT’s driveline, while the 
mechanical and auto-electrical team have 
been working on other major systems.

More recently, Finch’s motor trimmer has 
begun researching replacement fabrics for 
the Chicken Coupe’s interior, including the 
headlining, seat trim and carpeting, which 
suffered due to the rat infestation.

While no specific completion date has 
been set for the Chicken Coupe’s restoration, 
the work done by Finch Restorations so 
far should see the car return to the road 
sometime in late 2022 or 2023.

Watch this space for more updates on this 
restoration as it progresses.restoration as it progresses.

The worst rust was in the boot area and under the seats.

Replacement of rusted-out metal 

has already begun.

After a light media blasting, the body and panels were painted in primer before metal repair got 
underway.


